
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marion County Animal Services dangerous dog ordinance workshop 

November 30, 2009 

 

The dangerous dog law in Marion County is not a new phenomenon.  

 

- According to Marion County Animal Services records, the first dog declared dangerous in 

Marion County was in 1992.  

 

- Marion County dangerous dog laws included a distinction between the dangerous and vicious 

classification and have been in effect since before 1998. These laws mirrored the state 

statute.  

 

In April 2004, in response to a Marion County citizen’s tragic death, Marion County leaders formed 

a committee to review the dangerous dog laws and processes. The committee recommended and the 

Board of County Commissioners approved the current ordinance.  

 

The current Marion County dangerous dog ordinance is stricter than the state statute and provides 

that a dog can be declared dangerous after it kills another domestic animal one time.  

 

- Current Marion County ordinance: 

 

“…has killed a domestic animal or any livestock, or has more than once injured a 

domestic animal or livestock while off the owner’s property; or…” 

 

This proposed change exactly conforms to the state law and requires a repeat pattern for a dog to 

be declared dangerous.  

 

- Proposed Marion County ordinance: 

 

“…has more than once, severely injured or killed a domestic animal or livestock while 

off the owner’s property; or…” 

 

The proposed change also reduces the dangerous dog annual fees. 

 

- Currently the dangerous dog annual fee is $500.00. 

 

- The proposed change reduces the annual fees to a first year fee of $250.00 and an annual 

fee of $100.00 thereafter. 

 

In addition, due to the merger of the animal control division of Code Enforcement and the Animal 

Center in 2008, Marion County Animal Services leaders and the legal department reviewed and are 

recommending updates in the verbiage of Chapter 4.  

Marion County Board of County Commissioners 
Marion County Animal Services Department 

5701 S.E. 66th St. 

Ocala, FL 34480 

(352) 671-8700 

www.marioncountyfl.org 
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Marion County Board of County Commissioners 

Animal Services Ordinance Workshop 

Monday, November 30, 2009 

Changes proposed to the ordinance, fee schedules, fines and penalties 

 

 

In April 2008, the Animal Center and the Animal Control division of Code Enforcement merged creating 

the department of Animal Services.  With this merger there is a need to review and recommend 

language changes in Marion County Code chapter 4 pertaining to animals.  This document has proposed 

revisions throughout the ordinance to clarify the language.  In addition to these revisions, the 

department recommends the review of Chapter 4 in its entirety to streamline the enforcement process.   

Definitions have been reviewed and the changes are indicated in this document.  The Dangerous Dog 

definition has been revised to conform with the Florida State Statute 767. One of the most notable 

changes is one of the criteria for classifying a dog as dangerous is that a dog has to have injured or killed 

another animal more than once. 

Additionally, there are changes proposed in sections of the ordinance to include:  control of animals, 

custody and care of animals, companion animals creating a public nuisance, humane treatment for 

companion animals and livestock, damage by dogs, classification of dangerous and vicious dogs, and 

disposal of animal carcasses by owner. 

With respect to the economic changes in the community, there is also a proposed reduction in the 

dangerous dog yearly registration fee.  The department has also reviewed the resolution of fines, fees, 

and penalties and strengthened the citation process.  

 

 



 

 

 

ORDINANCE 09-  

 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF MARION 

COUNTY, FLORIDA, RELATING TO ANIMAL CONTROL AND 

ENFORCEMENT;  AMENDING CHAPTER 4 OF THE MARION COUNTY CODE; 

PROVIDING FOR AUTHORITY; PROVIDING DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING FOR 

ADOPTION OF STATE STATUTES; PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT 

AGENCY DESIGNATION; PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT OFFICER 

IMMUNITY; PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES; PROVIDING 

FOR IMPOUNDING AUTHORITY; PROVIDING FOR AFFIDAVITS; PROVIDING 

FOR LICENSURE; PROVIDING FOR RABIES VACCINATIONS; PROVIDING 

FOR CONTROL OF ANIMALS; PROVIDING FOR CUSTODY AND CARE OF 

ANIMALS; PROHIBITING CREATING A PUBLIC NUISANCE; PROVIDING FOR 

HUMANE TREATMENT FOR COMPANION ANIMALS AND LIVESTOCK; 

PROVIDING FOR IMPOUNDMENT, REDEMPTION AND ADOPTION; 

PROVIDING FOR IMPOUNDMENT OF LIVESTOCK; PROHIBITING CRUELTY 

TO ANIMALS; PROHIBITING ABANDONMENT OF ANIMALS; PROVIDING 

FOR DAMAGE BY DOGS, CLASSIFICATION OF DANGEROUS AND VISCOUS 

DOGS; PROVIDING FOR ATTACH OR BITE BY DANGEROUS DOG; 

PROVIDING FOR PROPERTY OWNER’S LIABILITY; PROVIDING FOR 

ADOPTION OF F.S. CHAPTER 828; PROVIDING FOR DISPOSAL OF ANIMAL 

CARCASSES; PROVIDING FOR LIBERAL CONSTRUCTION; PROVIDING FOR 

SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN 

CODE AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 125.01, Florida Statutes, authorizes the Board of County  

Commissioners of Marion County, Florida, to provide standards which will ensure its citizens' health, safety 

and welfare; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Marion County, Florida, recognizes that the 

health, safety, and welfare of its citizens will be better served by a comprehensive and progressive animal 

control ordinance; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Section 828.27, Florida Statutes, authorizes the Board of County  

Commissioners of Marion County, Florida to enact and enforce ordinances relating to animal control or 

cruelty; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners desires to amend Chapter 4 of the Marion County Code 

relating to animal control and enforcement.  

 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Board of County Commissioners of Marion County, Florida, as follows: 

 

SECTION 1. Chapter 4 of the Marion County Code is hereby amended to read: 

 

Sec. 4-1 Authority.  

 

The board of county commissioners shall have full and complete authority to establish rules and regulations 

governing animals kept within the geographical areas of the county, including but not limited to, animal 

seizure, impoundment, certification, disposition, animal rabies vaccination, licensure and registration 

requirements, fees and penalties. The board shall set fees and penalties by adopting a resolution setting forth 

such fees and penalties. This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the "Marion County Animal Services 

Ordinance." 



 

 

Sec. 4-2 Definitions.  

The following words, terms, and phrases when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings ascribed to them 

in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 

 

As used in this chapter, the following words and phrases are defined as follows:  

 

Abandon shall mean to forsake an animal entirely or to neglect or refuse to provide or perform the legal 

obligations for care and support of an animal by its owner or keeper.  Such abandonment shall constitute the 

relinquishment of all rights and claims by the owner to such animal, in accordance with F.S. Sec. 705.19.  An 

animal will not be considered abandoned if the owner or keeper arranges for a person to feed, water, and 

monitor the animal’s condition on a scheduled or regular basis.  Intervals between monitoring, watering, and 

feeding shall not exceed twenty-four (24) hours.   

 

Animal shall mean any living non-human creature except human beings.  

 

Animal control authority shall mean the persons employed by the dDepartment of code enforcement Animal 

Services and authorized by the board of county commissioners to enforce the animal control laws of the county 

or state, in the unincorporated areas of the county and any municipality pursuant to inter-local agreement.   

 

Animal control officer or enforcement officer shall mean any individual employed, contracted with, or 

appointed by the animal control authority for the purpose of aiding in the enforcement of this act or any other 

law or ordinance relating to the licensure of animals, control of animals, or seizure and impoundment of 

animals and includes any state or local law enforcement officer or other employee whose duties in whole or in 

part include assignments that involve the seizure and impoundment of any animal.   

 

Animal impoundment center shall mean the Marion County Animal Center or any other premises designated 

by the animal control authority where stray, homeless, abandoned or unwanted animals are impounded, 

maintained or disposed.   

 

At large shall mean any animal off the premises or property of the owner, and not under the direct control, 

custody, charge or possession of the owner or other responsible person capable of physically restraining the 

animal.   

 

Attack  shall mean when an animal lunges at, runs after or otherwise chases or approaches a person or another 

animal including livestock and such event occurs in a threatening manner, which requires a defensive action by 

any person to prevent bodily injury, or results in hostile contact, or causes some type of injury.   

 

Bite shall mean a penetration to the skin with teeth and with blood appearing in the wound. 

 

Companion Animal shall mean any animal that is owned by a human, lives with a human and that is 

dependent on that human for its survival. 

 

County shall mean the unincorporated area of Marion County and the municipal areas included within the 

jurisdiction of this chapter. 

 

Cruelty, torture  or  torment  shall be held to include every act, omission, or neglect whereby unnecessary 

or unjustifiable pain or suffering is caused, except when done in the interest of medical science, permitted 

or allowed to continue when there is reasonable remedy or relief.  mean any act of neglect, torture, or 

torment that causes unjustifiable pain or suffering of an animal, as defined in F.S. Sec. 828.02. 

 

Dangerous dog shall mean and include any domestic dog, Canis familiaris, and any genetic hybridization 

thereof, including but not limited to wolf hybrid and coyote hybrid, whether alone or as a member of a pack, 

any dog that according to the dDepartment of  

code enforcement Animal Services has been declared dangerous as a result of an investigation and 



 

determination from Department of Animal Services because the dog when unprovoked:   

 

(1)   Has aggressively bitten, attacked or endangered, or has inflicted injury on a human being lawfully 

on public or private property; or 

(2)   Has killed a domestic animal or any livestock, or has more than once, severely injured or killed a 

domestic animal or livestock while off the owner's property; or 

(3)   Has been used primarily or in part for the purpose of dog fighting, or is a dog trained for dog 

fighting; or 

(4)   Has, when unprovoked, chased or approached a person while off the premises or property of the 

owner in a menacing fashion or apparent attitude of attack; provided that such actions are attested to in 

a sworn statement by one or more persons and dutifully investigated by the appropriate authority. 

 

Defecate shall mean to discharge excreta.   

 

Direct control shall mean the immediate, continuous physical control of an animal by means of confining 

within a house, building, fence, pen or other enclosure, or restrained by means of leash, cord, chain, or similar 

tether of sufficient strength to restrain the animal.   

 

Dog means a domestic dog, canis familiaris  

 

Domestic animal shall mean an animal subject to rabies vaccination and license mandate that is a dog, cat or 

ferret. 

 

Excreta shall mean feces waste matter excreted from the bowels. 

 

Feral cat or dog means any cat or dog that is born wild or has reverted to the wild and that is unsocialized, 

untamed, or unable to be approached or handled.  

 

Harbor shall mean to provide care, shelter, protection, refuge, food or nourishment to an animal. 

 

Leash shall mean a restraint such as a rope, cord chain, or device that is mobile and no longer than 10 feet. The 

responsible person walking a dog using a retractable leash must maintain the device in a locked position while 

on the public street, sidewalk or public areas animals are allowed.  

 

Livestock shall mean animals of the bovine, equine, ovine, or porcine class, not kept as companion animals, 

including but not limited to cattle, calves, sheep, swine, horses, mules, goats, ostriches, and any other animal 

which can or may be used in and for the commercial preparation of meat or meat products. include all animals 

of the equine, bovine, or swine class, including goats, sheep, mules, horses, hogs, cattle, ostriches, and grazing 

animals.   

 

Livestock running at large or straying shall mean any livestock found or being on any public grounds, or land 

belonging to a person other than the owner of the livestock, without the landowner's permission, and not under 

direct control of a person.   

 

Livestock fencing minimum requirements shall mean any fence or enclosure at least 4 feet in height made of 

barbed or other soft wire consisting of not less than 4 strands of wire stretched securely on posts, trees, or other 

supports, standing not more than 15 feet apart; legal fences may include a gateway providing they have a gate 

and meet the minimum restrictions of a legal fence. Fencing must be maintained on a regular basis as to not let 

any animal stray to enter roadways, public property or the private property of others. 

 

Occupant  shall mean any person, entity, business, firm, corporation, institution or enterprise that is renting, 

leasing, sub-leasing or occupying a piece of property in which they are not the property owner of record.   

 

Owner shall mean any person over the age of eighteen (18) years of age, or any firm, corporation or 

organization which owns, manages, harbors, maintains or controls an animal. For the purposes of this chapter, 



 

an animal shall be deemed to be harbored or maintained if it is fed and/or sheltered for five (5) or more 

consecutive days. If the animal is owned by a person under the age of eighteen (18), not lawfully having been 

emancipated, that person's parent or guardian shall be the owner.   

 

Pack shall mean two (2) or more animals that run together. When one or more offenses under this chapter 

are committed by a pack of animals, each animal in the pack shall be presumed to have committed each of 

the acts of the pack.  An evidentiary presumption shall exist that the actions of the pack shall be presumed 

to be the action of each animal in the pack. 

 

Proper confinement enclosure for a dangerous dog  shall mean, while on the owner's property, a dangerous 

dog is securely confined indoors or in a securely enclosed and locked pen or structure, suitable to prevent the 

entry of young children and designed to prevent the animal from escaping. Such pen or structure shall have a 

concrete floor, secure sides and a secure top to prevent the dog from escaping over, under, or through the 

structure and shall also provide protection from the elements.   

 

Proper impoundment period shall mean:   

 

(1)   A healthy animal wearing a current Marion County license tag or having been implanted with a 

microchip shall be impounded for a period of not less than ten (10) consecutive days, not counting the 

first day of impoundment, before the animal may be adopted, destroyed or otherwise disposed of; or 

(2)   A healthy animal not wearing a current Marion County license tag or not having been implanted 

with a microchip shall be impounded for a period of not less than three (3) working days, not counting 

the first day of impoundment, before the animal may be adopted, destroyed or otherwise disposed of; 

or 

(3)   A diseased or injured animal appearing to be in a suffering condition and imminently near death 

shall be impounded for a period of not more than two (2) hours, providing compliance with section 

828.05, Florida Statutes, has been made thorough, reasonable and concerted efforts to locate the 

animal's owner, owner's agent, or veterinarian. 

 

Property owner shall mean any person, entity, business, firm, corporation, institution or enterprise that is the 

property owner of record according to the Marion County Tax Collector's Office.   

 

Public grounds  shall mean any street, sidewalk, alley, highway or other way open to travel by the public, 

including rights-of-way, bridges, common ground, easements, tunnels, and any land owned by local, state or 

federal governments.   

 

Severe injury means any physical injury that results in broken bones, multiple bites or disfiguring lacerations, 

sutures or reconstructive surgery, or any physical injury that results in life-threatening injuries or death. 

 

Shelter shall mean provision of and access to a three-dimensional structure having a roof, walls and a floor, 

which is dry, sanitary, clean, weatherproof, and made of durable material. At a minimum, the structure must 

be:   

(1)   Sufficient in size to allow each sheltered animal to stand up, turn around, lie down, and stretch 

comfortably; 

(2)   Designed to protect the sheltered animal from the adverse effects of the elements and provide 

access to shade from direct sunlight and regress from exposure to inclement weather conditions; 

(3)   Free of standing water, accumulated waste and debris, protect the sheltered animal from injury, 

and have adequate ventilation, and for dogs and cats, provide a solid surface, resting platform, pad, 

floor mat or similar device that is large enough for the animal to lie on in a normal manner; and 

(4)   Properly lighted to provide a regular lighting cycle of either natural or artificial light 

corresponding to the natural period of daylight unless otherwise directed by a veterinarian, 

(5)   Structures with wire, grid or slat floors which permit the animal's feet to pass through the 

openings, sag under the animal's weight or which otherwise do not protect the animal's feet or toes 

from injury are prohibited except for birds where perches are provided. 

 

Stationary object means any object natural or manmade that is of sufficient weight or construction to inhibit 



 

the free movement of a dog when tethered, fastened, chained or tied.   

 

Stray means all non-feral domestic animals found off of its owner's property without the owner's consent and 

without the consent to be on the property where the animal is found.   

 

Tether  shall mean a leash, cord, or chain that is anchored to a stationary object on one end. rope, leash, or 

other means of constraint, which must be attached to the animal by a properly applied collar, halter or harness 

and configured so as to protect the animal from injury and prevent entanglement with other objects and/or 

animals. The tether shall not extend over an object or edge in such manner that could result in the strangulation 

of or injury to the animal. The length of the tether must be at least three (3) times the length of the animal 

measured from the nose to the base of its tail, unless the tether is being used to secure the animal to the bed of 

an open vehicle.   
 
Threatening or menacing behavior  shall mean any aggressive behavior toward a human, another animal, or 

livestock whether by barking, growling or charging, without provocation, where such action on the part of the 

aggressor creates a reasonable apprehension of immediate injury. An animal that is under direct control on its 

own property cannot be found to be threatening or menacing.   

 

Unprovoked attack  means that the victim who has been conducting himself or herself peacefully and lawfully 

has been bitten or chased in a menacing fashion or attacked by a dog. Where an animal is attacked on its 

owner's property by another animal off its owner's property, the attack will be presumed unprovoked, absent 

clear evidence to the contrary.   

  

Vicious dog shall mean and include any domestic dog, Canis familiaris, and any genetic hybridization thereof, 

including but not limited to wolf hybrid and coyote hybrid, whether alone or as a member of a pack, that has 

inflicted severe injury on or killed a person; or has more than twice killed another domestic animal or any 

livestock while off its property.   

 

Working day shall mean any day of the week that the animal impoundment center is open for business to the 

public. 

 

Sec. 4-3.   Adoption of state statutes by reference. 

The board adopts by reference as a part of this chapter, all laws of the State of Florida relating to 

animal control, animal welfare, and animal cruelty. 

 

Sec. 4-4.   Enforcement agency designation and empowerment. 

The Department of Animal Services is designated as the county agency responsible for the proper 

enforcement of this chapter, and is assigned the administrative functions of carrying out the provisions of this 

chapter and other authorized duties. In carrying out the duties of this chapter the Department of Animal 

Services may employ equipment, including but not limited to control poles, nets, leashes of any construction, 

chemical capture devices, snake tongs, oleoresin capsicum aerosols, snake hooks, humane traps, collapsible 

batons, and metal carrying cages. 

 

Sec.   4-5. Enforcement officer's immunity. 

When in good faith an enforcement officer enters property to perform the duties of this chapter, the 

enforcement officer is immune from civil liability and criminal prosecution for trespass. 

 

Sec.  4-6.  Enforcement procedures. 

(a)   An enforcement officer may issue a citation to a person when the officer has probable cause to believe that 

the person has violated a provision of this chapter. The citation shall contain: 

(1)   The date and time of issuance; 

(2)   The name and address of the person; 

(3)   The date and time the violation was committed; 

(4)   The facts constituting probable cause; 

(5)   The section of the chapter that was violated; 

(6)   The name and authority of the officer; 



 

(7)   The procedure for the person to follow in order to pay the civil penalty, to contest the citation, or to appear 

in court as may be required; 

(8)   The applicable civil penalty if the person elects to contest the citation; 

(9)   The applicable civil penalty if the person elects not to contest the citation; 

(10)   A conspicuous statement that, if the person fails to pay the civil penalty within the time allowed, or fails 

to appear in court to contest the citation, he or she shall be deemed to have waived his or her right to contest 

the citation and that, in such case, judgment may be entered against the person for an amount up to the 

maximum civil penalty; and 

(11)   A conspicuous statement that if the person is required to appear in court, that an option to pay a fine in 

lieu of appearing in court does not exist. 

(b)   An enforcement officer may, but shall not be required to, issue a written warning prior to the issuance of a 

citation in incidents of violation of this chapter. Failure to comply with the provisions of a written warning may 

result in issuance of a citation or impoundment of the animal, or both. 

(c)   An enforcement officer may issue an order to provide care, pursuant to F.S. § 828.073. 

(d)   If a person fails to pay the civil penalty, fails to appear in court to contest the citation, or fails to appear in 

court as may be required, then the court may issue an order to show cause upon the request of animal services. 

The person shall be required by the court order to appear before the court to explain why action on the citation 

has not been taken. If any person who is issued such order fails to appear in response to the court's directive, 

the person may be held in contempt of court. 

(e)   Pursuant to F.S. § 828.27(4), $5.00 of each civil penalty imposed for a violation of this chapter shall be 

used by the county to pay the costs of a 40-hour minimum standards training course for the enforcement 

officers, which course is mandated by F.S. § 828.27(3). 

(f)   Any person who willfully refuses to sign and accept a citation issued by an officer is guilty of a 

misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in F.S. § 775.082 or F.S. § 775.083. 

 

Sec. 4-117.  Impounding authority of officers; interference prohibited; 

(a)   Animal control officers shall have full and complete authority under the provisions of this chapter to pick 

up, catch, seize or procure any animal found neglected or cruelly treated, sick, injured, or in need of immediate 

medical treatment; any animal at large, or any animal not properly confined, restrained or secured, or believed 

to be a stray; any dangerous dog not maintained in compliance with this chapter; any animal infected with or 

suspected of carrying rabies or any contagious disease; any animal being observed for rabies not properly 

quarantined; any animal causing injury, or threat of injury to a person, endangering or chasing persons, or by 

causing property damage to property other than that of the animal's owner; any female dog or cat in heat and 

not properly confined; or any dog being the subject of a dangerous or vicious dog investigation, and cause such 

animal to be impounded at the county animal impoundment center. 

(b)   It shall be unlawful for any person to interfere with, obstruct, prevent, hinder or impede any animal control 

officer, or cause such officer to be interfered with, obstructed, prevented, hindered or impeded, while the 

officer is apprehending animals or performing any other duties as set forth in this chapter; or to take or attempt 

to take any animal from any officer or vehicle used to transport animals; or to take or attempt to take any 

animal from the animal impoundment center without proper authority. 

(c)   In the event any officer authorized by the animal control authority is in pursuit of any animal not on the 

animal owner's property, where the animal is running at large and the officer's pursuit involves unauthorized 

entry into or upon any enclosed and posted land, such event shall not be prima facie evidence of the intention 

of the officer to commit an act of trespass. 

(d) A person shall not hold, hide or conceal any animal which the director or an animal control officer is 

investigating or deems to be in violation of this chapter. 

 

Sec. 4-12.  Affidavits of complaint required. 

(a)   Upon receipt of affidavits of complaint signed by two (2) competent persons residing in separate dwellings 

where all such affidavits are made under oath before an individual authorized to take acknowledgments, setting 

forth the nature and date of the act, the owner or keeper of the animal, the address of the owner or keeper, and 

a description of the animal, an code enforcement animal control officer shall investigate the complaint to 

determine whether there is probable cause to believe a violation of this chapter has occurred. If probable cause 

exists, the code enforcement animal control officer shall may issue a civil or misdemeanor citation or notice to 

appear to the person suspected of violation of this chapter. A subpoena shall be obtained by the appropriate 

agency appointed by the county, and delivered to persons signing each affidavit of complaint to be present and 



 

appear on the day and time set for trial to testify on behalf of the county. Sufficient quantities of affidavit forms 

shall be made available at the Department of code enforcement Animal Services. 

 

Sec. 4-3 8.  Licensure, exemptions, requirements. 

(a)   Except as otherwise provided, every owner of a dog or cat over the age of three (3) four (4) months 

residing within the geographical areas of the county shall pay an annual or multi-year license fee to the county 

in the amounts established from time to time by resolution of the board of county commissioners. Licenses 

shall be obtained from the animal impoundment center or authorized licensed veterinarians. 

(b)   The following classes of animals described in this subsection are exempt from licensing fees. The owners 

of any exempt animal must declare, upon registration and vaccination through a licensed veterinarian in the 

county, the purpose and intent of maintenance under the following sub-classifications: 

 

(1)   Animals maintained or in training as alert status animals for visually handicapped owners, 

hearing-impaired owners or other physical disabled owners who have sufficient, recognized debility 

and posses specially trained aid animals. 

(2)   Dogs maintained by law enforcement officials or fire officials for law enforcement work or fire 

department work respectively. 

 

Animals impounded while at large and not under the supervision of a person or owner, without recognized 

proof of exempt classification, shall be construed to be nonexempt classes of animals, and the full license fees 

shall be charged upon owner redemption. 

(c)   Persons not issued a Marion County animal license at the time of rabies vaccination shall apply to the 

animal impoundment center for such license within ten (10) days after vaccination against rabies. Evidence of a 

current rabies vaccination shall be by standard vaccination certificate or by confirmation from the 

administering veterinarian. The length of time that such license shall remain valid will be based on the date of 

vaccination against rabies, the duration of effectiveness of the vaccine used, and the fee paid for said license as 

established by resolution adopted by the board of county commissioners. 

(d)   The licensing requirements of this chapter shall not apply to visiting dogs and cats that remain in the 

county for a period of not more than ninety (90) days and for which the owner can provide proof of domicile 

outside of the county, a current rabies vaccination and any applicable registration required in the jurisdiction of 

alternate domicile. 

(e)   The owner of a newly acquired dog or cat shall have ten (10) days to obtain a license for an unregistered 

animal or notify the animal impoundment center of the change in ownership if currently licensed. 

(f)   All animals required to be licensed shall wear a county animal license tag at all times, unless said animal is 

implanted with an electronic animal identification device (microchip) provided the microchip identification 

code is recorded with the county animal center. This section shall not apply to dogs who, at the time, are 

engaged in hunting, training, performing in field trials, or participating in dog shows or other organized events. 

(g)   No person shall remove or cause to be removed from any animal, not owned by such person, a county 

animal license tag without the expressed permission of the animal's owner for the purposes of and duration of 

activities involving hygiene, grooming, bathing and medical examination or veterinary procedure. 

(h)   It shall be unlawful for the owner of an animal to (1) refuse or fail to obtain a county animal license for a 

dog or cat as required in this chapter; (2) fail to attach and display the required tag to the animal's collar or 

harness as provided in this chapter; (3) for a person to remove a license tag from an animal not their own as 

provided in this chapter. 

(i)   Except for fees or charges for licensing, microchipping, or dangerous dog registration, the manager 

Director of the Marion County Department of Animal Services Center or his/her designee may grant a waiver 

of a required fee or charge, anytime the owner's animal has been impounded as a direct result of a crime 

committed against the animal owner and the animal owner has been referred to the animal center by the Ocala 

Police Department, the Marion County Sheriff's Department, or any other law enforcement department or 

victim services program. 

(j)   Except for fees or charges for licensing and microchipping the manager Director of the Marion County 

Department of Animal Center Services or his/her designee may grant a waiver of a required fee or charge, once 

during the animal owner's lifetime for animal owners meeting the Florida Income Eligibility guideline 

requirements (includes Medicaid, AFDC, Food Stamps, Social Security Disability, WIC, AIDS Foundation, 

major disability/VA, pay stub with income verification, etc) as long as the animal owner has not violated any 

animal cruelty or dangerous dog ordinances prior to the impoundment of the owner's animal and no action has 



 

been taken against the animal owner under F.S. § 828.073 prior to the impoundment of the owner's animal. 

 

Sec. 4- 8 9.  Rabies vaccination required. 

(a)   Every owner of a dog, cat or ferret over the age of four (4) three (3) months shall cause such animal to be 

vaccinated against rabies by a licensed veterinarian with a U.S. government approved vaccine. Every owner of 

such animals shall cause said animals to be revaccinated against rabies with an approved animal rabies vaccine 

consistent with the requirements of state law and this chapter as they may be amended from time to time. A 

dog, cat, or ferret is exempt from vaccination against rabies if a licensed veterinarian has examined the animal 

and has certified in writing that, at the time, vaccination would endanger the animal's health because of its age, 

infirmity, disability, illness, or other medical considerations. An exempt animal must be vaccinated against 

rabies as soon as its health permits. 

(b)   Evidence of such vaccination against rabies shall consist of a rabies vaccination certificate, signed by the 

administering veterinarian who shall provide the animal's owner and the animal control authority with a copy 

of said certificate which must contain at least the following information consistent with the requirements of 

F.S. § 828.30: 

(1)   The license number of the administering veterinarian. 

(2)   The name, address, and phone number of the veterinarian and owner. 

(3)   The date of vaccination. 

(4)   The expiration date of the vaccination. 

(5)   The species, age, sex, color, breed, weight, and name of the animal            

 vaccinated. 

(6)   The rabies vaccine manufacturer. 

(7)   The vaccine lot number and expiration date. 

(8)   The type and brand of vaccine used. 

(9)   The route of administration of the vaccine. 

(10)   The signature or signature stamp of the licensed veterinarian. 

(11)   The Marion County animal license tag number. 

(c)   It shall be unlawful for the owner of an animal or anyone having custody or care of an animal to refuse or 

fail to have a dog, cat or ferret vaccinated against rabies as required in this chapter. It shall be unlawful for any 

licensed veterinarian administering rabies vaccinations to dogs, cats or ferrets in Marion County to refuse or 

fail to issue a copy of the rabies vaccination certificate to the animal owner and the animal control authority 

within fifteen (15) days after the end of the proceeding month. 

 

Sec. 4-4 10.  Control of animals. 

(a)   It shall be the duty of every animal owner or anyone having custody or care of any animal to ensure that 

the animal is kept under restraint direct control. Reasonable care and precaution are shall be taken to prevent 

the animal from leaving, while unattended, the real property limits of its owner, harborer or keeper; and the 

animal is: 

 

(1)   Securely and humanely confined within a house, building, fence, crate, pen, or other enclosure 

with sufficient ventilation; or 

(2)   Humanely secured by chain, cable and trolley, rope, or other device of sufficient strength to 

prevent escape; or 

(3)   Leashed or otherwise controlled under direct control by a responsible person at any time it is not 

secured as provided in (1) or (2) of this subsection. 

 

(b)   It shall be the duty of every animal owner or anyone having custody or care of any animal to ensure that 

the animal is kept under restraint direct control at all times while the animal is off the real property limits of the 

owner, harborer or keeper as defined. For the purposes of this chapter, an animal is deemed under restraint and 

control when it is: 

(1)   Securely and humanely confined in a house, building, fence, create, pen, or other enclosure with the 

property owner's consent; or 

(2)   Humanely secured by a chain, cable and trolley, rope or other device of sufficient strength to prevent 

escape without the property owner's consent where the restraint is being used; or 

(3)   Leashed or otherwise controlled by a responsible person at any time it is not secured as provided for in (1) 

or (2) of this subsection. 



 

 

(c)   This section shall not apply to dogs at the time they are engaged in hunting, or training, performing field 

trials, participating in dog shows organized events, or in locations designated by the board of county 

commissioners as pet play areas or exercise areas. 

(d)   Officers shall have the authority to take up, confine, hold and impound any domestic animal and livestock 

which is found to be running at large or straying. The owner of such domestic animal and livestock shall be 

responsible for the costs of impoundment. If the owner cannot be located, the livestock shall be disposed of in 

accordance with the requirements of F.S. Ch. 588.  

 

(e)   It shall be unlawful for the owner of an animal or anyone having custody or care of an animal to: 

(1)  Allow such animal to be unrestrained, Fail to maintain direct control of an animal, whether on or 

off its own property; 

(2)   Allow an animal to bite or otherwise injure  Fail to maintain direct control of an animal resulting 

in a bite or injury to a human being, unless such animal was reacting to a person unlawfully on its 

property or protecting itself, its owner or keeper from an unjustified attack or assault; or 

(3)  Allowing an animal to Failing to maintain direct control of an animal resulting in an attack on 

another domestic animal or livestock while off the owner's or keeper's property. 

(f)   All livestock shall be controlled by utilizing fencing or enclosures which shall meet the livestock fencing 

minimum requirements. 

 

Sec. 4-5 11.  Custody and care of animals. 

(a) Regardless of knowledge, intent or culpability, it shall be unlawful for the owner or anyone having 

custody or care of any animal to: 

 

(1)   Allow such animal while off the owner’s property to Fail to maintain direct control of animals 

and cause to trespass upon school property; or commit any act which damages or threatens to damage 

public or private property of another; or destroy or damage the property of another person; or turn over 

trash containers, scatter litter, or interfere with the reasonable use and enjoyment of pubic or private 

property. 

2)   Fail to humanely confine a female dog or cat in heat (estrus) in a properly ventilated building or 

secured enclosure with a top so as to make it inaccessible to any male dog or cat, except for controlled 

and intentional breeding purposes. 

(a) The female dog or cat must be maintained under direct control on the owners property 

at all times while the animal is in heat (estrus) 

(b)  The animal may not be walked off the owners property during this time. 

  (c) Confinement solely by a leash, tether, or other similar restraint, or within a fence, 

open kennel, open cage or run, is not presumed to be in compliance with this section. 

(3) Permit or allow the animal to bark habitually, whine, howl cause other objectionable noises, to 

cause disturbance or interfere with the reasonable use and enjoyment of public or private property, or 

otherwise to be offensive so as to create a nuisance. The prohibition against barking, whining, howling 

and making objectionable noises shall not apply between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. to 

commercial boarding kennels which are in compliance with the county land development code. 

 

 (3) (4)  It shall be unlawful for a person to promote, contribute to or encourage in any way, including 

but not limited to feeding, the congregation and/or breeding of feral dogs or cats. 

(4)  (5) It shall be unlawful for any owner or anyone having custody or care of a dog to fail to remove 

deposits of excreta from any private property of others and public grounds immediately following the 

act of defecation or to permit accumulation of excreta on private property in such a manner as to cause 

unsanitary or offensive conditions, including the fouling of the air by offensive odor emanating from 

the excrement. Any owner or agent of any owner operating a kennel for either public or private use 

shall cause that kennel to be cleaned on a daily basis. 

(b)   F.S. § 823.15 contains a determination of the Florida Legislature that uncontrolled breeding of dogs and 

cats leads to unwanted animals, strays, animal suffering, destruction of animals at great expense to the 

community constituting a nuisance and public health hazard. The board of county commissioners hereby finds 

that: 



 

They are committed to finding every feasible means of reducing the production of unneeded and 

unwanted puppies and kittens by; 

a. Assuring compliance with the Florida State Statute providing the sterilization of all 

adopted and rescued domestic animals prior to their release from the animal 

impoundment center..  

b. Setting the example providing low cost spay/neuter services to the pets of Marion 

County citizens by means of the Neuter Commuter and offering public surgery services 

within the animal impoundment center. 

c. Partnering with the local Humane Society to help meet their spay/neuter obligations. 

d. Providing licensed veterinarians to perform these services. 

(1)The confinement of animals without sufficient food, water or exercise; or 

(2) The abandonment of animals on private and public property; or 

(3) Cruelty to animals creates health hazards, tends to annoy the community and impairs the 

economic welfare of adjoining properties; 

 and is hereby prohibited and declared to be a public nuisance. 

 

Sec. 4-12   Companion animals creating a public nuisance. 

(a)   Without regard to knowledge, intent, or culpability, an owner shall prevent a companion animal from 

becoming a public nuisance. The Department Animal Services may impound a companion animal creating a 

public nuisance. A public nuisance includes but is not limited to a companion animal that: 

(1)   Trespasses on public or private property other than the owner's; 

(2)   Causes damage to another person's property; 

(3)   Creates a danger to the public health or safety; 

(4)   Disturbs or turns over garbage containers; 

(5)   Chases or molests vehicles, bicycles, persons, or animals 

(6)   Displays a menacing or threatening behavior; or 

(7)   Defecates on public or private property without the property owner's consent. 

(8)   To promote, contribute, encourage in any way including but not limited to feeding, the 

congregation and or the breeding of feral dogs or cats. 

(b)   Companion animals creating noise disturbances. 

(c)   Enforcement actions allowed by this section are cumulative and in addition to actions outlined elsewhere 

in this chapter. 

(d) The prohibition against barking, whining, howling and making objectionable noises shall not apply 

between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. to commercial boarding kennels which are in compliance with 

the county land development code. 

 

Sec. 4-13  Humane treatment for companion animals and livestock. 

(a)   An owner shall treat a companion animal and livestock in a humane manner and shall provide humane 

care for an animal. Humane care includes but is not limited to providing adequate food, adequate water, 

adequate shelter, adequate space, and veterinary care to maintain health and to prevent or cure diseases. 

(1)   Adequate food means food which is of sufficient quantity and nutritive value to maintain each companion 

animal and livestock in good health. The owner shall ensure that adequate food is accessible to each 

companion animal and livestock, is prepared so as to permit ease of consumption for the age, species, 

condition, size, and type of each companion animal and livestock, is provided in a clean and sanitary manner, 

is placed so as to minimize contamination by excrement and pests, and is provided at suitable intervals for the 

species, age, and condition of the companion animal and livestock, which is at least once daily except as 

prescribed by a veterinarian. 

(2)   Adequate water means clean, fresh, potable water of a drinkable temperature. The owner shall ensure that 

adequate water is provided in a suitable manner, in sufficient volume, and at suitable intervals, at all times to 

maintain normal hydration for the age, species, condition, size, and type of each companion animal and 

livestock, except as prescribed by a veterinarian, and that the water is provided in a clean, durable receptacle, 

which is accessible to each companion animal and is placed so as to prevent contamination of the water by 

excrement and pests. 

(3)   Adequate shelter means a shelter that is suitable for the species, age, condition, size, and type of each 

companion animal, and provides adequate space for each companion animal, is safe and protects each 

companion animal from injury, direct sunlight, other weather elements, adverse effects of heat or cold, physical 



 

suffering, and impairment of health. The owner shall ensure that the shelter is properly lighted, is properly 

cleaned, enables each companion animal to be clean and dry, except when detrimental to the species, and for 

dogs and cats provides a solid surface and resting platform, pad, floor mat, or similar device that is large 

enough for the dog or cat to lie on in a normal manner and can be maintained in a sanitary manner.(excluding 

livestock, however trees or structure is recommended to keep the animal out of the elements and sun) 

(4)   Adequate space means space that allows a companion animal and livestock to easily sit, stand, lie, 

turnabout, and make other normal body movements in a comfortable, normal position for a companion animal 

and livestock. The owner shall ensure adequate space exists so a companion animal and livestock can interact 

safely with other animals in the enclosure, unless specified by veterinarian care. Nothing precludes veterinary 

care that temporarily restricts movement if it would endanger a companion animal or livestock. It is 

recommended that livestock have a grazing pasture that allows the animal to roam freely in secure fenced area 

as to not allow it stray. 

(5)   Veterinary care may include humane euthanasia if a companion animal or livestock is beyond the abilities 

of veterinary medicine to treat or cure and the animal is suffering. 

 (c)   Restraining a dog by means of tethering, fastening, chaining, or tying the dog to a stationary object 

requires the owner use a tether that is of light weight that will securely confine the dog and that is at least three 

times the body length of the dog from nose to the end of the tail. A dog may be attached to a running line, 

pulley, or trolley system provided a choke or pinch collar is not used. 

(d)   An owner shall use a collar or harness which is appropriate for the age and size of a companion animal. 

(e)   A person shall not crop the ears or dock the tail of any dog, unless the person employs a veterinarian to 

perform the cropping and docking. If a person possesses a dog with an ear or ears cut off or cropped, or tail 

docked, and with the unhealed wound, then that possession is prima facie evidence of a violation of this 

section, unless the cropping or docking was performed by a veterinarian. 

(f)   A person shall not castrate a companion animal, unless that person employs a veterinarian to perform the 

castration. 

 
Sec. 4-17 14.  Animals in motor vehicles or vessels. 

(a)   It shall be a violation of this chapter for a motor vehicle or vessel operator to place or confine an animal or 

allow it to be placed, confined or to remain in an unattended motor vehicle or vessel without sufficient 

ventilation or under conditions for such a period of time as may reasonably be expected to endanger the health 

or well-being of such animal due to adverse effects of the elements, including but not limited to excessive heat, 

lack of water or such other circumstances as may be reasonably expected to cause suffering, disability or death. 

(b)   Any officer of Marion County who finds an animal in a motor vehicle or vessel which appears to be 

suffering due to adverse effects of the elements may enter the motor vehicle or vessel by using the amount of 

force which is reasonably necessary to remove the animal. The officer removing the animal shall take said 

animal or have said animal delivered to the animal impoundment center or to a veterinarian if the animal is 

deemed to be in distress. In the event the motor vehicle or vessel operator cannot be located, the officer shall 

leave in prominent place in or on the motor vehicle or vessel a written notice bearing the name of the officer, 

his department's name and telephone number. In addition, the officer shall notify the county animal control 

authority with all pertinent information regarding the incident, including the circumstances under which the 

animal was taken, and where and when the animal was taken. At the discretion of the investigating officer, the 

animal may be held while the officer pursues charges of cruelty or may be surrendered to the owner or agent of 

the owner if the owner or agent claims the animal within the proper impoundment period and pays all fees and 

costs accrued for the maintenance of the animal. If the owner does not claim the animal within the proper 

impoundment period the animal impoundment center having custody of the animal shall provide for the animal 

to be adopted or otherwise dispose of the animal as deemed necessary. 

 

Sec. 4-10 15.  Impoundment, redemption and adoption. 

(a)   Any animal impounded at the county animal impoundment center shall be maintained in accordance with 

the following provisions and additional policies adopted by the board of county commissioners by resolution: 

 

(1)   In the event any impounded animal not classified as dangerous or vicious or being held as the 

subject of a dangerous dog or cruelty investigation is properly identified by the legal owner or 

authorized agent of the owner, the animal shall be released to the owner or agent upon payment of all 

fees as established by the board and all fees incurred by the county on behalf of the impounded animal 

for the provision of proper care and confinement, providing that concurrence of the county public 



 

health unit director or designated representative has been obtained for the release of any animal with 

rabies or believed to be infected with rabies. 

(2)   In the event any impounded animal is not claimed prior to the expiration of the proper 

impoundment period, the animal impoundment center may release, adopt, destroy or otherwise dispose 

of such animal in accordance with the established laws, rules and regulations and the policies of the 

board of county commissioners, providing that concurrence of the county public health unit director or 

designated representative has been obtained for the release of any animal with rabies or suspected to 

be infected with rabies, without any compensation being paid to the owner. 

(3)   All dogs and cats being adopted, redeemed or sterilized from the animal impoundment center 

shall be implanted with an electronic animal identification device (microchip) for positive 

identification and being registered with the animal impoundment center database prior to release upon 

payment of all fees for such services. 

(4)   All dogs and cats having completed rabies quarantine shall be implanted with an electronic 

animal identification device (microchip) for positive and permanent identification as a condition of 

quarantine release. All fees for such services shall be the owner's responsibility. 

a.  Animals quarantined at the county animal impoundment center shall be implanted with an 

electronic animal identification device prior to being released to the owner. 

b.   Animals not quarantined at the animal impoundment center shall within ten (10) days 

from the release of quarantine be implanted with an electronic animal identification device 

(microchip) by a veterinarian of the owner's choice or the animal impoundment center. 

(5)   No live dog or cat shall be released to any entity, business, firm, corporation, institution or 

enterprise for biomedical research, teaching or experimental purposes. 

 

Sec. 4-20 16.  Impoundment of livestock running at large or strays. 

The dDepartment of code enforcement Animal Services shall have the authority to take up, confine, hold and 

impound any livestock which is found to be running at large or straying. The owner of such livestock shall be 

responsible for the costs of hauling and impoundment. If the owner cannot be located, the livestock shall be 

disposed of in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 588, Florida Statutes. 

 

Sec. 4-6 17.  Luring, enticing, seizing, molesting, teasing an animal, or cruelty to animals prohibited. 

(a)   It shall be unlawful for any person to entice or lure an animal out of an enclosure, or off the property of its 

owner, harborer or keeper. 

(b)   It shall be unlawful for any person to molest, torment, torture, abuse, assault, or tease an animal. 

(c)   In addition to the provisions of F.S. Ch. 828.12, it shall be unlawful for the owner or anyone having 

custody or care of any dog, cat, companion animal or other animal typically kept as a pet to fail to provide that 

animal with shelter as defined in this chapter. 

 

Sec. 4-7 18.  Abandonment of animals. 

In addition to the provisions and criminal penalties of F.S. Ch. 828.13, it shall be unlawful for a person to 

abandon any animal, dispose of any animal on the property of another or on public property, or to leave behind 

any animal when relocating to a new residence. "Abandon" for purposes of this section means to forsake an 

animal entirely or to neglect or refuse to provide or perform the legal obligations for care and support of an 

animal by its owner.  

 

Sec. 4-13 19.  Damage by dogs; classification of dangerous and vicious dogs. 

(a)   The provisions of Chapter 767, Florida Statutes, as may be amended from time to time, pertaining to 

damage by dogs, are adopted in their entirety as a part of this chapter. All procedures, regulations, 

requirements, and restrictions pertaining to damage by dogs are applicable under this chapter and any violation 

of the statute shall constitute a violation of this chapter. In the event of a conflict between Chapter 767, 

[Florida Statutes] and this chapter, the provisions which are more stricter shall apply. 

(b)   An animal control officer shall investigate reported incidents involving any dog that may be dangerous or 

vicious and shall, if possible, interview the owner and require a sworn affidavit from any person, including any 

animal control officer, desiring to have a dog classified as dangerous or vicious. Any dog that is the subject of 

a dangerous or vicious dog investigation that is not impounded with the animal control authority, shall be 

humanely and safely confined by the owner in a securely fenced or enclosed area shall be impounded and held 

at the animal impoundment center pending the outcome of the investigation and resolution of any hearings 



 

related to the investigation. The address of where the dog resides shall be provided to the animal control 

authority. However, the animal control authority may at any time impound the dog when, in its discretion, 

impoundment is necessary to protect the public health, safety, or welfare or to prevent said dog from being 

relocated. It shall be unlawful for the owner or keeper of such dog to refuse to surrender the dog upon lawful 

demand to the animal control authority. The owner shall be responsible for payment of all boarding costs and 

other fees as may be required to humanely and safely keep the dog during impoundment. No dog that is the 

subject of a dangerous dog investigation may be relocated or ownership transferred. pending the outcome of an 

investigation or any hearings related to the determination of a dangerous dog classification. In the event that a 

dog is to be destroyed, the dog shall not be relocated or ownership transferred. 

(c)   A dog shall not be declared dangerous or vicious if the threat, injury, or damage was sustained by a person 

who, at the time, was unlawfully on the owner's property or, while lawfully on the property, was tormenting, 

abusing, or assaulting the dog or its owner or a family member. No dog may be declared dangerous or vicious 

if the dog was protecting or defending a human being or another animal including livestock within the 

immediate vicinity of the dog from an unjustifiable attack or assault. 

(d)   After the investigation, the animal control authority shall make an initial determination as to whether there 

is sufficient cause to classify the dog as dangerous or vicious and shall afford the owner an opportunity for a 

hearing prior to making a final determination. The animal control authority shall provide written notification of 

the sufficient cause finding to the owner, by registered mail, certified hand delivery, or service in conformance 

with the provisions of Chapter 48, Florida Statutes, relating to service of process. The owner may file a written 

request for a hearing within seven (7) calendar days from the date of receipt of the notification of the sufficient 

cause finding and, if requested, the hearing shall be held as soon as possible, but not more than twenty-one (21) 

calendar days and no sooner than five (5) days after receipt of the request from the owner. The board of county 

commissioners shall establish hearing procedures that conform to this paragraph. If the owner fails to timely 

request a hearing, the owner shall be deemed to have waived his rights to appeal the dangerous or vicious dog 

classification. 

(e)   When a final determination is made by the code enforcement board or authorized commission designee 

that a dog is dangerous or vicious, the animal control authority shall provide written notification to the owner 

by registered mail, certified hand delivery or service and the owner may file a written request in the county 

court to appeal the final determination within ten (10) business days after receipt of said written notification. 

The appeal shall be the traditional record review applicable to other types of appeals from quasi-judicial 

decisions of administrative bodies. During this the appeal the owner must confine the dog in a securely fenced 

or enclosed area pending a resolution of the appeal. 

process for dangerous dogs all requirements for dangerous dog must be met including all fees, licensing and 

registration fee paid prior to the release of the dog to the owner. Dogs declared vicious will not be released 

from the impoundment center unless the classification is overturned by County court. All fees are the 

responsibility of the owner regardless of the outcome.   

(f)  Within twenty-four (24) hours after a dog has been classified as vicious by the animal control authority, the 

owner of the dog must surrender the animal to the animal control authority for expeditious and humane 

euthanasia. A dog declared vicious that has no appeal filed will be euthanized on the 11
th
 day following 

notification of the classification.  The owner will be responsible for euthanasia and disposal fees. 

(g)   Within fourteen (14) days after a dog has been classified as dangerous by the animal control authority or 

the code enforcement board, or in the event of an appeal by the county court, the owner of the dog must obtain 

a certificate of registration for the dog from the animal control authority, upon payment of any and all fees 

established by the board of county commissioners, and annually thereafter renew the certificate of registration 

upon payment of any and all renewal fees. Only a person who is at least eighteen (18) years of age, and 

presents the following evidence, may obtain the certificate of registration for a dog classified as dangerous: 

(1)   A current certificate of rabies vaccination signed by a licensed veterinarian for the dog. 

(2)   A current county animal license for the dog. 

(3)   Proper confinement for the dog classified as dangerous as defined in this chapter. 

(4)   The posting of the confinement property with clearly visible warning signs at all entry points that 

inform both children and adults of the presence of a dangerous dog on the property. Signs may be 

obtained from the animal control authority, upon payment of any and all sign fees established by the 

board of county commissioners, which signs shall include the words, "Warning: Dangerous Dog." 

(5)   Permanent identification of the dog, by means of microchip implantation. 

(6)   Two (2) current color photographs showing the color and size of the dog. 

(7)   Surgical sterilization of the dog. 



 

It shall be unlawful for an owner of a dangerous dog to fail to obtain a certificate of registration as provided in 

this section. 

(h)   It shall be unlawful for the owner to fail to immediately notify the animal control authority when the dog 

classified as dangerous: 

(1)   Is loose,or unconfined or missing. 

(2)   Has bitten a human being or attacked another animal including livestock. 

(3)   Is sold, given away or dies.Dies 

(4)   Is moved to another address. The owner of the said dangerous dog must notify Department of 

Animal Services prior to relocating the dog. 

Prior to a dangerous dog being sold or given away, the owner shall provide the name, address and telephone 

number of the new owner to the animal control authority. The new owner must comply with all the 

requirements as provided for in this chapter, even if the animal is moved from one local jurisdiction. to another 

within the state. The transfer of ownership of a dangerous dog is prohibited, if the owner is no longer able to 

provide care for this animal it must be humanely euthanized at a veterinarian or the animal impoundment 

center and notification given to Department of Animal Services. The animal control authority in the new 

location must be notified by the owner of a dog classified as dangerous that the dog is in that department's 

jurisdiction. 

(i)   It is unlawful for the owner of a dangerous dog to permit the dog to be outside a proper confinement 

enclosure unless the dog is muzzled and restrained by a substantial chain or leash rated to withstand the weight 

and strength of the dog, and under the control of a competent adult physically able to restrain the dog. The 

muzzle shall be made in a manner that will not cause injury to the dog or interfere with its vision or respiration, 

but will prevent it from biting any person or animal. The owner may exercise the dog in a securely fenced or 

enclosed area that does not have a top, without a muzzle or leash, if the dog remains within the owner's sight 

and only members of his immediate household or persons eighteen (18) years of age or older are allowed in the 

enclosure when the dog is present. When being transported, the classified dangerous dog shall be safely and 

securely restrained within a vehicle, which vehicle shall be posted with warning signs that a dangerous dog is 

in the vehicle. It shall be unlawful for a person to use a dog classified as dangerous for hunting or herding 

purposes. 

(j)  Any person who violates any provision of this section is guilty of a noncriminal infraction, punishable by a 

fine not exceeding $500. It shall be unlawful for the owner of a dangerous dog to fail to maintain compliance 

with all provisions under this section. Upon having probable cause that an owner has failed to maintain 

compliance, the animal control authority shall confiscate, impound and dispose of the dog in a humane manner 

after the expiration of fourteen (14) calendar days from the date of receipt of written notification by the owner 

that such animal shall be destroyed. Notice shall be by registered mail, hand delivery, or service of process in 

conformance with Florida Statutes, Chapter 48. The fourteen-day time period shall allow the owner to request a 

hearing as provided for in subsection (e) herein. The owner shall be responsible for payment of all boarding 

costs and other fees as may be required to humanely and safely keep the dog during the impoundment. 

(k)   As a condition to each dog's classification, any animal control officer shall, at any reasonable hour, have 

the right to inspect the owner's premises to determine compliance with Chapters 767 and 828, Florida Statutes, 

and this chapter. It shall be unlawful for an owner to deny the animal control authority access to inspect the 

owner's premises to determine compliance as provided in this section. 

(l)   This section does not apply to dogs used by law enforcement officials for law enforcement work. 

(m)   The board may designate one or more hearing officers to conduct hearings and issue final orders 

concerning the designation of dogs as dangerous or vicious and the destruction of dogs. 

(n)   The animal shelter impoundment center shall not release any dog subject to a dangerous or vicious dog 

investigation unless the owner presents evidence that all fines and fees related to such dog have been paid. If 

the owner fails to make payment of all fines and fees within fourteen (14) days of the completion of all 

hearings and appeals, the dog shall be considered abandoned by the owner and thereafter destroyed in an 

expeditious and humane manner. 

 

 

 

Sec. 4-14 20.  Attack or bite by dangerous dog; penalties, confiscation, destruction. 

(a)   If a dog that has previously been declared dangerous attacks or bites a person or a domestic animal 

including livestock without provocation, the owner is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as 

provided in section 775.082 or section 775.083, Florida Statutes. 



 

In addition, the dangerous dog shall be immediately confiscated by the animal control authority, placed in 

quarantine, if necessary, for the proper length of time or impounded and held for ten (10) business days after 

the owner is given written notification under section 4-13, and thereafter destroyed in an expeditious and 

humane manner. This 10-day time period shall allow the owner to request a hearing under section 4-13. The 

owner shall be responsible for payment of all boarding costs and other fees as may be required to humanely 

and safely keep the animal during any appeal procedure. 

(b)   If a dog that has not been declared dangerous, attacks and causes severe injury to or death of any human, 

the dog shall be immediately confiscated by the animal control authority, placed in quarantine, if necessary, for 

the proper length of time or held for ten (10) business days after the owner is given written notification under 

section 4-13, and thereafter destroyed in an expeditious and humane manner. This 10-day time period shall 

allow the owner to request a hearing under section 4-13. The owner shall be responsible for payment of all 

boarding costs and other fees as may be required to humanely and safely keep the animal during any appeal 

procedure. In addition, if the owner of the dog had prior knowledge of the dog's dangerous propensities, yet 

demonstrated a reckless disregard for such propensities under the circumstances, the owner of the dog is guilty 

of a misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in section 775.082 or section 775.083, Florida 

Statutes. 

(c)   If a dog that has previously been declared dangerous, attacks and causes severe injury to or death of any 

human, the owner is guilty of a felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in section 775.082, section 

775.083, or section 775.084, Florida Statutes. In addition, the dog shall be immediately confiscated by the 

animal control authority, placed in quarantine, if necessary, for the proper length of time or held for ten (10) 

business days after the owner is given written notification under section 4-13, and thereafter destroyed in an 

expeditious and humane manner. This 10-day time period shall allow the owner to request a hearing under 

section 4-13. The owner shall be responsible for payment of all boarding costs and other fees as may be 

required to humanely and safely keep the animal during any appeal procedure. 

(d)   It the owner files a written appeal under section 4-13 or this section, the dog must be held and may not be 

destroyed while the appeal is pending. 

(e)   If the dog attacks or bites a person who is engaged in or attempting to engage in a criminal activity at the 

time of the attack, the owner is not guilty of any crime specified under this section. 

 

Sec. 4-18 21.  Property owner's liability; probable cause; civil infractions and citations. 

Property owners may be determined to be in violation of this chapter or held liable for the actions or lack of 

compliance of this chapter by the occupant(s) of their properties if the animal control authority has informed 

both parties and the violations continues to exist. The violation can either be located on the property or 

occurring from the property. Unless otherwise specifically provided in this chapter, and regardless of the 

knowledge, intent or culpability of the violator, any violation of the regulations of this chapter shall be a civil 

infraction punishable by a maximum civil penalty not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500.00) per violation. A 

citation shall be issued by an officer who has probable cause to believe that a person has committed an act in 

violation of this chapter. Probable cause shall be established by the officer's personal observation of the 

violation; or upon a violator's admission of the infraction; or by physical evidence which exists to support the 

complaint; or after investigating a complaint whereby sworn affidavits of complaint signed by two (2) 

competent persons residing in separate dwellings, setting forth the nature and date of the act, the name and 

address of the owner or keeper, and a description of the animal, the officer believes that a violation of this 

chapter has occurred. Such citation may be contested in the county court. If a person fails to pay the civil 

penalty, fails to appear in court to contest the citation, or fails to appear in court as required by F.S. § 828.27(6) 

concerning mandatory court appearances; the court, upon request of the animal control officer, may issue an 

order to show cause. This order shall require such persons to appear before the court to explain why action on 

the citation has not been taken. If any person who is issued such order fails to appear in response to the court's 

directive, that person may be held in contempt. Mandatory court appearances shall be required for certain 

aggravated violations resulting in the unprovoked biting, attacking, or wounding of a domestic animal; 

violations resulting in the destruction or loss of personal property; second or subsequent violations of local 

animal cruelty laws; or violations resulting in the issuance of a third or subsequent citation to a person. Persons 

required to appear in court do not have the option of paying the fine instead of appearing in court.  

 

Sec. 4-15 22.  Adoption of F.S. Ch. 828; cruelty agents appointed. 

(a)   The county administrator shall appoint an agent or agents pursuant to F.S. § 828.03 to investigate 

violations of any provision of F.S. Ch. 828. All appointments under this section for either the incorporated or 



 

unincorporated areas of the county must be approved by the board of county commissioners. The agent or 

agents appointed, under this section shall have all of the powers, duties, and responsibilities as provided in F.S. 

Ch. 828. 

(b)   The provisions of F.S. Ch. 828, as may be amended from time to time, pertaining to animal cruelty are 

adopted in their entirety as part of this chapter. All procedures, regulations, requirements and restrictions 

pertaining to animal cruelty are applicable under this ordinance, and any violation of F.S. Ch. 828 shall 

constitute a violation of this chapter. 

 

Sec. 4-16 23.  Veterinarians to issue county licenses. 

Coincident to the vaccination of dogs and cats against rabies, the licensed veterinarian administering the 

vaccine or other authorized persons shall make a county animal license tag available to the owner of such 

vaccinated dog or cat, and upon issuance shall collect on behalf of the county, fees established by resolution 

adopted by the board of county commissioners. Licensed veterinarians and other authorized persons are 

authorized to charge owners of vaccinated dogs and cats an additional processing surcharge of not more than 

one dollar ($1.00) per county animal license tag issued, and shall remit the license fee and full account of tags 

issued, unused, voided or missing to the county within fifteen (15) days following the end of the preceding 

month. Veterinarians shall indicate upon the rabies certificate when an owner refuses to purchase a county 

animal license. 

 

Sec. 4-9 24.  Trapping cages allowed to be placed. 

The animal control authority may place animal trapping cages on private property, with the occupant's or 

property owner's permission, or on public property within the county. An animal trapped or confined shall be 

in the custody of the animal control authority and it shall be unlawful for any person to remove, disengage, 

release, relocate, alter, damage or destroy or cause to be removed, disengaged, released, relocated, altered, 

damaged or destroyed, any trapping cage placed by the animal control authority, or any animal confined 

therein. 

 

Sec. 4-19 25.  Interlocal agreements. 

Marion County may enter into interlocal agreements with the various municipalities within Marion County 

whereby the county agrees to enforce the provisions of this chapter within the municipal limits of such 

municipality and the municipality agrees to repeal any inconsistent ordinances. 

 

 

Sec. 4-26.  Disposal of animal carcasses by owners. 

(a)   An owner of any animal, upon the death of such animal, shall dispose of the carcass by burying the carcass 

at a sufficient depth, of at least two feet, below the surface to prevent predators from exhuming the carcass, or 

by recognized alternate methods of disposal such as cremation, or rendering. An owner shall not dispose of the 

carcass of any animal by dumping such carcass on any public or private property. 

(b)   A person who, upon demand, does not surrender to animal services the carcass of any dead animal 

exposed to rabies shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree, for each separate offense. 

 

Sec. 4-27.  Chapter to be liberally construed. 

This chapter is to be liberally construed in order to effectively carry out the purposes which are deemed to be in 

the best interest of the public health, safety, and welfare of the citizens and residents of the county. 

 

SECTION 2. SEVERABILITY.  It is hereby declared to be the intent of the Board of County Commissioners 

of Marion County that if any section, subsection, clause, phrase, or provision of this ordinance is held invalid 

or unconstitutional, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not be construed as to render invalid or 

unconstitutional the remaining provisions of this ordinance. 

 

SECTION 3. REPEAL OF ORDINANCES.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances, in conflict with this 

ordinance are to the extent of such conflict hereby repealed. 

 

SECTION 4. INCLUSION IN CODE.  It is the intention of the Board of County Commissioners of Marion 

County, Florida, and it is hereby provided that the provisions of this ordinance shall become and made part of 

the Code of Marion County, Florida, that the sections of this ordinance may be renumbered or re-lettered to 



 

accomplish such intention; and that the word “ordinance” may be changed to “section”, “article” or other 

appropriate designation. 

 

SECTION 5.  EFFECTIVE DATE.  A certified copy of this Ordinance shall be filed with the Department of 

State by the Clerk within ten days after enactment by the Board, and shall take effect upon receipt of official 

acknowledgement of filing as provided in Section 125.66(2), Florida Statutes. 

 

 DULY ADOPTED this ____ day of _______________, 2009. 

 

 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________ 

BARBARA FITOS, CHAIR 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________________ 

DAVID R. ELLSPERMANN, CLERK 
 

 



 

 

 

 
RESOLUTION 09-R- 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 

MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA; PROVIDING FOR A SCHEDULE OF FINES 

AND PENALTIES; PROVIDING FOR FEES AND COSTS CONCERNING THE 

REGULATION OF ANIMALS WITHIN MARION COUNTY; PROVIDING AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

WHEREAS, the Marion County Board of County Commissioners (Board) has amended Chapter 4 of 

the Marion County Code establishing rules and regulations governing animals kept in Marion County, and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board desires to amend the schedule of fines and penalties, and fees and cost relating 

to regulations governing animals kept in Marion County, now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Marion County, Florida: 

 

SECTION 1.  FINES AND PENALTIES.  The Board hereby amends the fines and penalties 

attached hereto as Exhibit A to be assessed for violations of the county animal regulations.  All fines and 

penalties including violations related to dangerous dogs shall be paid to the Clerk of Court at the Marion 

County Judicial Center, 110 NW First Avenue, Ocala, Florida 34475.  The Schedule of Fines and Penalties 

attached hereto provides fines for first, second, third and subsequent. 

 

SECTION 2. FEES AND COSTS. The Board hereby amends the fees and costs to be assessed and 

collected by Marion County Animal Services attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

 

SECTION 3.  REPEAL.  All resolutions or parts thereof of Marion County in conflict with the 

provisions herein contained are, to the extent of such conflict, hereby superseded and repealed.   

   

SECTION 4.  EFFECTIVE DATE.  This Resolution shall take effect upon adoption by the Board. 

 

DULY ADOPTED this ___ day of ____, 2009. 

 

 

 

 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 

_________________________________ 

BARBARA FITOS, CHAIR 

ATTEST: 

 

By:_______________________________ 

David R. Ellspermann, Clerk 



 

Schedule of Fines and Penalties 

 

 

Code 

 Sec.    

 

 

 

Description 

 

 

1st 

Citation  

2nd 

Citation  

and / or  

subsequent 

3rd  

Citation 

 and / or  

subsequent 

4-7  Interference with a code enforcement officer $ 250 MCA*  MCA 

 

4-7  

Interference/removing animal from 

animal control authority vehicle  

$ 250 MCA  MCA 

 

4-7  

Interference/removing animal from animal 

impoundment center 

$ 250 MCA  MCA 

4-7 Harboring a dog under dangerous dog 

investigation 

$250 $500 MCA 

4-8 Failure to have license for dog/cat  $  50 $100 MCA 

4-8 Failure to have dog/cat wearing license tag $  20 $  40 $100 

4-8 Removing license tag without owner’s permission $ 200 $ 400 MCA 

4-9 (a) Failure to have animal vaccinated  $  50 $ 100 MCA 

4-9 (c) Failure by vet to comply with reporting rabies 

vaccinations 

$150 $ 300 MCA 

 

4-10(a) 

Failure to maintain direct control of animal on 

own property 

$ 100 $ 200 MCA 

 

4-10 (e) 

Failure to maintain direct control of animal while 

off owner’s property 

$ 100 $ 200 MCA 

4-10 (e)  Animal biting a human, when unprovoked $ 250 $ 500 MCA 

4-10 (e) Animal injuring a human $ 500   MCA MCA 

 

4-10 (e) 

Animal injuring another animal while off its 

property 

$ 250 $ 500  MCA 

4-10(f) Failure to meet minimum fencing requirements  $100 $250 MCA 

 

4-11  

Contributing to the congregation of feral dogs/cats $ 200 $ 400 MCA 

4-11  Failure to properly confine female dog/cat in heat $ 100 $ 200 MCA 

4-11 Failure to remove deposits of excreta $   50 $ 100 MCA 

4-12 Animal creating a public nuisance. $ 200 $ 400 MCA 

4-13 Failure to provide humane treatment $ 200 $ 400  MCA 

 

4-14 

Failure to have microchip implanted after 

quarantine 

$   25 $   50 MCA 

4-14 Failure to report microchip ID to animal control 

authority 

$   25 $   50 MCA 

4-17 Enticing or luring animal off its property $ 100 $ 200 MCA 

4-17 Teasing, molesting or assaulting an animal $ 100 $ 200 MCA 

4-18 Abandoning an animal $ 200 MCA  MCA 

4-19 Violating any dangerous provision  $ 500  MCA MCA 

4-24 Tampering with a trap or animal within a trap $ 250 $ 500 MCA 

4-26 Improper disposal of carcass $   50 $ 100 $ 200 

 

* MCA – Mandatory Court Appearance 

EXHIBIT  “A” 



 

EXHIBIT “B” 

MARION COUNTY ANIMAL SERVICES 

FEES AND COSTS 

 

 

1. License Fee: 

 

  a. License tag fee for all non-sterile cats and dogs 

  not classified as dangerous     

   One or Multiple Year Duration  ..................................................... $    35.00 

 

  b. License tag fee for all sterile cats and    

 dogs not classified as dangerous  

   One or Multiple Year Duration  ......................................................$      3.00 

 

  c. One year duration license tag fee for 

   all dogs classified as dangerous  .................................................... $  100.00 

 

d. Juvenile license tag fee for all animals under 

four months of age  .........................................................................$      3.00 

 

e.         Replacement Tag………………………………………………      $     1.00 

 

f.          Microchip…………………………………………………………$      5.00 

 

 2. Dangerous Dog Fees: 

 

  a. Annual Registration fee …………………… $500.00$ 250.00/1
st
 year 

                    $100.00/subsequent years 

  

  b. Dangerous Dog Signs (each)…………………………………… $     5.00 

 

 3.  Redemption Fees: 

 

  a. First impoundment, by owner identification, 

            for each non-classified animal impounded ………………………$    35.00 

 

   Second impoundment, by owner identification, 

            for each non-classified animal impounded ………………………$    75.00 

 

   Third and subsequent impoundment, by owner 

   identification, for each non-classified animal……………………$  125.00 

 

  b. First impoundment, by owner identification, 

 for each dog classified as dangerous  ..................................$    50.00 

 

   Second impoundment, by owner identification, 

 for each impounded dog classified as dangerous  ...............$  100.00 

 

   Third and subsequent impoundment, by owner 



 

 

   identification, for each impounded dog classified 

   as dangerous . . . . . . . . . . ………………………………………..$ 250.00 

 

  c. Redemption Spay/Neuter Package Fee (Dog/Cat) ………………..$  50.00 

   (Package Includes Process Fee, Sterilization, Rabies Vaccination, 

   License Tag, Microchip…In Lieu of Other Redemption Fees and  

   Board.)  Not Applicable for Dangerous Dogs. 

 

 4. Vaccination Fees: 

   

  a. Rabies Vaccination-One or Multiple Year Duration………………..$7.00 

 

  b. Distemper Combo Vaccination (For Adopted or Cruelty Animals)…$3.00 

 

  c. Rabies Vaccination Clinic w/purchase of County License…………Free 

   (during County Sponsored Clinics offered in the community) 

 

 5. Per Diem Board Fee: 

 

  DOGS, CATS LIVESTOCK AND EXOTICS 

 

  a. Each small animal, under 100-pounds, not 

   classified as dangerous, maintained in 

   multiple animal confinement units, per day 

   or portion of a day  ..........................................................................$      8.00 

 

  b. Each large animal, over 100-pounds, not classified  

   as dangerous, per day or portion of a day ...................................... $    12.00 

 

  c. Each suspect animal infected with or believed to be  

   infected with any contagious or infectious disease, 

   and each dog classified as dangerous, per day or  

   portion of a day  ..............................................................................$    15.00 

 

 6. Euthanasia and Disposal Fee: 

 

  a. Euthanasia of each small animal, under 100 pounds,  

   not classified as dangerous  .............................................................$    10.00 

 

  b. Euthanasia of each small dog, under 100 pounds, 

   classified as dangerous or vicious and each suspect animal 

   infected with, or believed to be infected with 

   any contagious or infectious disease  ..............................................$    25.00 

 

  c. Euthanasia of each large animal, over 100 pounds, 

   not classified as dangerous  .............................................................$    35.00 

 



 

 

  d. Euthanasia of each large dog, over 100 pounds, 

   classified as dangerous or vicious  ..................................................$    50.00 

 

  e. Disposal of each  small animal under 100 

   pounds that is not suspected of being infected with, 

   any contagious or infectious disease  ..............................................$      3.00 

 

  f. Disposal of each suspect animal, under 100 pounds, 

   that is infected with, or believed to be infected with, 

   any contagious or infectious disease  ..............................................$    25.00 

 

  g. Disposal of each large animal, over 100 pounds, not 

   suspected of being infected with any contagious or  

   infectious disease  ...........................................................................$    50.00 

 

  h. Disposal of each suspect large animal, over 100 

   pounds, that is infected with, or believed to be 

   infected with, any contagious or infectious disease  .......................$  100.00 

 

 

 7. Medical Supplies/Procedures/Tests/Special Care and Dietary Fees: 

 

  a. Special Diet/Fee, per animal per day, in addition to 

   actual cost for special diet  ...............................................................$     5.00 

 

  b. Veterinary, First-Aid, and other Personal Care, per 

   animal per day, in addition to actual cost for  

   procuring same ……………………………………………………$   10.00 

  

  c. Medical Supplies/Per Procedure Fee……………………………...$   10.00 

 

  d. De-Worming Fee…………………………………………………..$    2.00 

 

  e. Heartworm Test (Dog) or FeL V Test (Cat) 

   (For Adopted or Cruelty Animals)……………………………….$     10.00 

 

 8. Capture and Restraint Fee: 

 

  a. Search or immobilization per non-classified animal, per officer 

   or agent dispatched .........................................................................$    25.00 

 

  b. Search or immobilization for each dog classified as dangerous,  

   or vicious, per officer or agent dispatched  .....................................$    50.00 

 

  c. Livestock Hauling Fee (per loaded mile)…………………………....$ 2.00  

   plus per Officer or Agent Dispatched……………………………….$25.00 

 

 9. Special Handling Fees: 

 

  a. Preparation and packaging of laboratory 



 

  

   specimens, per small animal (under 100 pounds)  ..........................$    25.00 

 

  b. Preparation and packaging of laboratory 

   specimens, per large animal (over 100 pounds)  .............................$    50.00 

 

  c. All actual shipping costs incurred, in addition  

   to handling charge per animal  ........................................................$    15.00 

 

 10. Adoption Fee: 

 

  a. Standard Adoption Package Fee………………………………….$    40.00 

   Fee includes Administrative Costs, Initial Distemper Vaccinations, 

   Heartworm (Dog) or FeL V (Cat) Test Procedures, Sterilization,  

   De-worming, Rabies Vaccination, County License and Microchip. 

   (Prepaid Rabies Vaccination and County License if Under 3 Months 

   Age). 

 

  b. Special Multiple Pet Adoption Package Fee……………………..$    20.00 

   For the Second, Third, Fourth, Etc., Additional Animal Adopted 

   at the same time as the First Animal Adopted (used for Special 

   Events or Overcrowding at the Animal Center). 

 

  c. Rescue Group Adoption Fees: 

 

   (i) Sterile Non-Adoptable animals…………………………...$     5.00 

    (includes Initial Vaccinations, Testing, County tags and  

    Microchip, Rescue Group responsible for all other medical  

    Treatment). 

 

   (ii) Non-Sterilized Non-Adoptable animals……………….$      20.00 

    (includes Initial Vaccinations, Testing, County tag, Sterilization   

                                                 and Microchip.  Prepaid for Animals under 8 weeks of age.          

                                                 Rescue Group responsible for all other medical treatment). 

 

  d. Livestock Adoption Fees: 

 

   (i) Small Livestock (Sheep, Goats, Pigs, etc.)………………$    25.00 

 

   (ii) Large Livestock (Equine, Llama, Alpaca, etc.)………….$   100.00 

 

   (iii) Fowl (Chickens, Geese, Pigeons, Doves, etc.)……………$     1.00 

 

  e. Exotic Animal Adoption Fees: 

 

   (i) Mammals (Rabbits, Guinea Pigs, etc.)…………………….$    5.00 

    

   (ii) Small Birds, Cockatiels, Parakeets, etc………………Market Value 



 

  

 

   (iii) Large Birds, Parrots, etc……………………………Market Value 

 

   (iv) Reptiles……………………………………………………$   10.00 

 

 11. Sterilization Fees (for both MCAC and Neuter Commuter): 

 

   Low-cost Pet Spay/Neuter package fee………………………….$     25.00 

 

   

 



 

  

 


